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can be catastrophic for people in passenger vehicles that
run into the backs of heavy trucks. The steel guards on the
backs of big rigs are supposed to stop smaller vehicles
from sliding underneath trailers, but a new Institute anal-
ysis of real-world crashes indicates that too often rear
guards intended to prevent underride buckle or break
away from their trailers — with deadly consequences. To
understand how this happens, the Institute ran a series of
crash tests and discovered that guards meeting federal
safety standards can fail in relatively low-speed crashes.
Based on this research, the Institute is petitioning the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to
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